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Landscape Analysis: Temperate Grassland
The earth’s landscape is becoming increasingly destroyed by human activities. One such landscape is the Northern Great Plains’ grassland in North America, which is estimated currently to remain less than half its original size. This has resulted from the destruction of the oceans of the grass in the plains. 
Before the destruction, the great plains of temperate grassland in Northern America provided habitat to amazing wildlife such as songbirds, monarch butterfly as well as native bumble bees. It also acted as a source of water for many communities that resided around the plains. However, all these species have become extinct, and those that have not become extinct are on the way due to the high level of destruction of the landscape. Today, the grassland is quickly getting replaced with the annual crops like alfalfa, soy, corn, and wheat. 
Viewing the landscape’s multiple pasts enables me to see the extent to which it has been destroyed today. The conversion of the landscape into agricultural land has changed its initial view. Even though there is a growing need to provide food for the exploding population of North America, the grassland plains are more exposed to higher risks due to their extinction at a quicker pace. Gaworecki (2016) explains that since 2009, the 53 million acres of the grassland plain in North America has been converted to agricultural land, which exposes the grassland to about 2% annual rate loss. The picture that exists in the area today is not that which existed before 2008. The key species that depended on the grassland for survival since 1960s such as McCown’s Longspur, Lark Bunting, Chestnut-collared Longspur and Sprague’s Pipit have become extinct. It is estimated that about 80% of these species have become extinct (Gaworecki, 2016). 
America’s great plains are becoming agricultural, and the conversation is taking place at an alarming rate, which poses a threat to both animal and plant species that existed in the grassland for centuries. The number of insects in the grassland has shrunk by about 87% in the past 15 years alone (Gaworecki, 2016). Based on all these changes, the multiple pasts of the grassland plains of North America, I am able to see the landscape differently today. 
The increasing human activities, especially the conversation of the landscape into an agricultural land occludes the multiple pasts from collective memory. So far more than half of the grassland has been lost to agricultural activities. One can barely see it as it was back in 2008 before rapid agricultural activities started. However, despite the extinction of the key species that were identified with grassland plains, one can still notice the presence of some few species such as Rusty-patched Bumblebee and Chestnut-collared Longspur species. 
Even though the numbers of the species that provided the grassland plains with the unique ecosystem have significantly reduced, initiatives are still undertaken by organizations such as World Wildlife Fund Program to protect the existing species from extinction. Further, the temperate grassland ecosystem still exists in some few acres that have not been destroyed yet. One can easily notice the biomes such as grassland and savannas in the rainforest of the Great Plains of the United States; thus, retaining some traces of the landscape before it became an agricultural land solely. Therefore, despite attempts to erase or forget the landscape, these features that are still part of the region bring back the old memories when less than 13% of the landscape was used for agricultural activities (Gaworecki, 2016). 
Therefore, the destruction of the land continues as the ghosts of the multiple pasts of these landscapes also continue to haunt people. The government, through the policy framework, is working towards ending the stalemate that exists between humans and the ecosystem, but this may not be enough. The Farm Bill of 2018 is expected to help solve the problem, but much is required from the communities that reside near the grassland to help in protecting the ecosystem and the Great Plains of the United States.
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